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245. Zeugrhabdotus howei Bown in Kennedy et al. (2000) 
 

 

 
Fig. 31i, j, e’, f’ 

 
1973 Zygodiscus elegans Gartner, 1968; Thierstein, figs 8–11. 
1998 Zeugrhabdotus ‘elegans’ (Gartner, 1968) Burnett, in Gale et al., 1996; Bown et al., 
pl. 5.8, figs 1–4. 
?1998b Zeugrhabdotus noeliae Rood et al., 1971; Burnett, pl. 6.2, figs 10a, b. 
 
Derivation of name. Named in honour of Dr Richard Howe, nannopalaeontologist. 
Holotype. Figure 31e’. 
Type locality. Col de Pré-Guittard. 
Diagnosis (light microscope). Moderately sized (c. 6.0 μm), unicyclic or diffusely bicyclic 

Zeugrhabdotus with a bar which has a characterstically [sic] birefringent, granular 
appearance when orientated parallel with the polarising directions. At 45º the bar 
becomes dark but bright protrusions (typically four) from the rim may be visible. In PC 
the darker, outer rim cycle dominates, but the bright protrusions are visible at the ends 
of the bar. 

Dimensions. Length c. 6.0 uμμm, width c. 4.0 μm. 
Discussion. The name Zeugrhabdotus elegans (Gartner, 1968 emend. Bukry, 1969) Burnett, in 

Gale et al., 1996 has previously [sic] been used to describe coccoliths with this 
morphology, but this species concept is poorly defined, and in any case is based upon a 
type specimen which is almost certainly Reinhardites [sic] anthophorus, and thus a junior 
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synonym. Z. howei is a conspicuous component of many Albian and Cenomanian 
assemblages. 

Occurrence. jacobi-mammillatum ammonite Zone (Upper Aptian-Lower Albian), Col de Pré-
Guittard; germanica-tardefurcata ammonite Zone (Upper Aptian-Lower Albian), 
Tartonne. 
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